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social science core. The pro
read;ng, thingking,” quest1oJ1ng, wr1t
s;mple formula;'"fzve quest1ons and

the’ century. (1) spreadfng the Amer;can way ve =t
world; “(2) dea11ng w1th s}vere -economic problemsr"‘
revolutzon, conservat1ve ect1£1cat1onffor~11bera
pol1C1es toward fasc1§m and commun1sm-§y = '
s:xt1es-_and :(5) “the | . _
in. Amerzca. Instead éf textbooks, the program ‘use:
about .persons: whose/ /lives: werefrnt1mate1y bound yp:with’ ‘the ‘issues o
the ‘times, thereby/show1ngfhow ‘Americans. interrelate “with the rest'
of - the world In add1t1on" essay:. tests are’ used and teacher:
£1ex1b111ty 1s encouraged ~Students.in; th1§ program show:; marked
improvement in two areas:" he1ghtened pol1t1ca1 under ta d1ng and
ym1n1shed:ethnocentr1sm *(LH)'*‘ ; o
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FIVE QUEST-IONS AND, A'STACK OF BOOKS' P
" REMEDIATION FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. -_

L i ':Apnl 1983 the N onal Comnussxon on' Excellence in" Educahon warned that a ”nsmg hde of
'medlocnty ., threatens"our- very fufure as' a nation-and people,” the College Skills: ‘Program at ‘Burhngton’:;
“County: College was already in its fourth year of a “curriculum’ de51gned explicitly to reverse:that"tide. 'Like the
“national' commission; from'the béginning we had seen the’ problem in a political context.'Students' who can’t and
.. don’t read and write cannot: partlmpate effectively ih a democratic. society; a ‘nation’thus undermined from within
“can no longer function effectively in the global cornn{umty . Therefore we desxgrled a developmental skills: pro-"f‘
-] "gram in reading and writing with a special kind of social science course as'the core—-a course- specifically. directed -
-z - toward educating: students for partlcrpahon m a democrahc socrety and a global v111age “This. cotitse- is Somal Sci
ence 100: -”America in the orld.”. .
~. " In content,  the courseyis about the twenheth century But 1t does;not s“s, \C|
‘.ﬁare leamed ‘but only indirecty. The focus is on readmg, thinking, questioning,-and - g
' ya-A message is conveyed: “You must learfi what has. happened in Your: “Cen-.-
o tury. You must become familiar with it, decade by decade: - riot the dates of battles gr the. names of Presidents, but the issues”

; over which people have been-struggling. ' You mist learn it <with a scope. that is worldwide, and with.a mind. tha}- wvﬁen i

'nd beg: t __read._'j Plece thmgs t

« "\ This, century .niudt become a part of you, must become lzke secorid nature Open bopks"
'gether “Add it up.. You are the future.”". - T
" 7} The ‘central 'mission “of 'Secial: Sc1ence 100 is- to transform student attltude, quiry. -
' '»umversuy,” Mario Savio wrote from Berkeley in 1964, “is the_ place where people begin; senously to queshon the .
- cortditions of their ex15tence and raise the issue of whether they can. be committed to_ the'society they’ have:-been "

‘| .born int6.” “Free inquiry, putting the fixed ideas of. childhdod before- the scrutxny of :scientific_ examination, is the

-'Soul of the university community. And. for millions of students the’ community college is: the locus of that’ umver-_‘_:

2 sity. cd‘mmumty for their first two years. *The underlying comxmtment of higher education to inquiry gives-ita’

. very., differerit. bent from most: ‘Thigh schools. " The change is difficult to grasp, espemaﬂy for. the’ student who'is
not. used~to~readmg and writing, acgvmes that ‘are like. breathmg in.and breathmg out'in’ ,the‘ college rmlleu
‘.-._Sometxmes the .community ‘college gives up. on affectmg the ‘change, transf ) 'g the ‘two- “ar' ollege expen :
';_ence into something like'the coritinuation of high school.. . .- © - :

. The way Social Science 100 is taught dramatizes_the: break from hxgh schodl The.C_ollege Skﬂls Program s

. "} way ‘of handling this has evolved over the last four years to the. 51mplest of. formulas ”ﬁ,ve=_quest10ns and a stack .

|, of books:” To be more accurate ‘we- might add: “five. questions; a stack of books, ‘an

a lot o&eupport “. The-
- support" systerns-the fact that the’ reading teacher in"a parallel course is duectly ardmg:w:th readmg -and’
S*notetaklng skills required by the social science ‘course; that. the writing teacher'is” smultaneously3 developmg the.
' necessary. ‘writing skills; that. the social science. instructor provrdes thought-provoklng films, “hands-on“ foreign
_ guests (Chinese, Russians, and. § o’ on), ‘and. ‘plentiful discussion- sessions; and that.a counselor is meeting; with
studeénts as a class every. week to_deal with: problems as they come: up-have f'rom the: first day. been crucial to
":the success of the Burlingty }n County: College’ Skills" Program- Yet_' :simple ’centerp1ece of ”f1ve ques ‘
- tions and a stack of books® 'gives a truly colleglate, .

' f"{(The ﬁve questmns we use are:"

CoEele : -2, How-to Deal with: Severe Econormc Problem_ Y A
SOCIALIST REVOI.,UTION "“»CONSERVATIVE RECTIFICATION OR LIBERAL REF RM’




The uest10ns were'chosen because they: seemed | ‘the. “cen
’ 'Lastmg "'questxons ; they’ have been -debated

'u

_ is-to open ‘up: - new;horizons -beyond -fort ' Ty
ways centenng ‘on’ “one all-seeing, : totally  objective; textbooky_ textbook. :-Colleglate learnin needs to-be
esented'as‘a- search,’m dxfferen books-books for one permanent hbrary rather than nly”:

t'» the tw txeth century

twould be good to have one book that eals w1th

*Science: 100‘, we: have used
A People s Htstory of the Umted States, by Howard Zinn
t told és a story, strong on- the twentieth

t , ‘all of which are’ reasonably mexpenslve. :
John Reed:” Witness to Revolution; by Tamara Hovey (1910-20)
* American Hunger, by. Richard Wright (1930s) . .
' Eleanor.and Franklin:(Pt.-4); by.Joseph Lash’ (19305 an

Till Morning Comes, by Han Suyin (1940s. and 1950s) -

American Caesar, by William Marichester. (1940s and 19505) -

“Beyond. Vietnam”: (Apnl 4, 1967 speech) b‘ Marhn Luther ng,,]r.

Missing, by Thomas Hauser (1970s) .-
i These -books were chosen because they all c0ncem persons whose hves were mt:mately bound up with the
-issues of their fime." Furthermore, most of them are about. Americans’ whose hves ea
. thereby 'showing how: the: United: States’interrelated 'with the 1

ountries are. more. accessxble to’ the less-advanced student when 1htroduced w1t1un' the: .context of;,an Amencan

“*In testing’ eYerything is ‘ged 1

and ‘half is essay;: studénits tend: to concentrat on the mulup,le-choxce pe: the
exibility is unpottant for.students who need ‘more time to:work’'on: theu' writing |

dents are ‘offered avcombmatlon; written’ and- oral exam’ duting’ the arly" and eV

semester"Somehmes a d1fferent lqnd of tes i'(hke one paragraph- ide

something.’ This student may:tak

1
tudents ‘who' have gone through Skil
thar tudents who tested out of the: ‘proge
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